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The Al and Al Stohlman Personal Patterns Portfolio, Volume Two

INTRODUCTION

Designs by Al Stohlman 1979-79985.

Al and Ann Stofilman have produced an amazing
thirgy five books on all facets of working with lea
ther. These books are published by the Tandy Leather
Company, Fort Worth, Texas, USA.

Al Stohlman was born with a gilt. He was able to draw
whatever he saw in true dimension. His carly years were
spent around horses and he would study and draw them
in every posture. Much of Al's time after schooling was
spent on a dude ranch in Palm Springs; here he would
draw horses at every opportunity.

Al also had a love of the 'Old West' and aspired to be
an illustrator of ‘Western’ magazines. Had it not been
for his enlistment into the army, and his time in New
Guinea, we may never had known Al Stohlman associated
with leather. It was this time in the South Pacific during
WWIL, that Al started working with leather to help pass
the time, The ‘Stohliman Collection® at the King Muscum
in Sheridan Wyoming, displays Al's first work in leather.
There is a jackel and briefcase decorated with the use of
only a penknife and some crude hand-made tools. These
examples are a clear indication of the creative genius of
the man.

Al has drawn thousands of horses. Llis wife Ann would
sit and watch in awe at the masters pencil at work. She
never tired of this in their thirty-four years of marriage.

SOME THOUGHTS ON FIGURE CARVING

Unlike the traditional carving of flowers and scrolls, higure
carving must be viewed in a different way. When tracing
traditional patterns, it really docs not matter if you are
just a little off-line. Figure carving requires precise trac-
ing, and there are three steps in which errors can occut.
Firstly, the original tracing, secondly, the transfer of the
tracing to the leather, and fnally, the cutting of the out-
lines with a swivel knife.

If the tracing (or cutting) of the pattern is a little inside
{or outside} the lines, it would be so easy for a horse to
appear with wide or narrow legs, or with an eye that is
cither too large or too small. Having said that, | suggest
you use a very fine tracing stylus for transfer. Also have
a little less moisture content in your leather than what
you would normally have for traditional work.

THE PATTERNS

These pages are printed on one side only. This will enable
you to turn the page over and trace the pattern in the
reverse direction, allowing you more versatility. These
tracings can be done on a light-box or traced up against a
window. You may also ‘photocopy’ these designs for your
own personal (non-commercial) use, to an enlarged or
reduced size, This again will allow you to have a pattern
to fit almost any project. Many of these horses can be
combined to create new scenes. Take care with propor-
tions, this may require doing copies at various sizes,

TRACING THE PATTERNS

As mentioned, vou should use a very fine styvlus. The
green/grey double-ended stylus (available from Tandy
and leading suppliers) is the ideal choice. The line
polished end will transfer the finest detail.

Also mentioned was the use of photocopics. Not only
will it allow a change in size, but also illuminates the
possibility of rracing error. ‘Vellum’ tracing paper is

available from art stores and Is suitable for use in
photocopy machines. Vellum is about the same weight
as common copy paper. The disadvantage of vellum is
that it is affected by moisture, causing it to buckle. Do
not use tracing ‘Alm’ in copy machines.

CARVING HORSES

As with all pictorial and figure patterns, the dotted lines
are not to be cut; they are a guide for beveling only, All
solid lines that are indicared within the body should be cut
very lightly, especially ‘eye’ detail. Always use the largest
bevelers first to suit the size of the subject. Then use the
next size down to get into smaller areas. This is what
call 'rough-beveling’; meaning to quickly get shape and
contour into the subject. All this rough-beveling should
then be ‘smoothed’ with a modeling tool. Small detail
on small horses is best done with a modeler, instead of
striking a tiny beveler with a heavy mallet.

I have inked the horses in this book from Al's original
pencil drawings, Many of the drawings were just rough
layout skeiches, vet some were very precise. Al gave Ann
some advice on ‘rough drawings' many years ago ...that
advice was; ‘just pick the best line'. 1 hope 1 have done
them juslice.

First published 2002 by

The Australian Leather Craftsinan Publications

264 [ume Highway, Camden, NSW, Australia 2570,
i Copyright Petar Main
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All riphis reserved. Subject o the Copyrighl Act 1968,
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