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Cut  x 2

�nished size: 1” x 26”

Top Edge Fold over = 1”

12 inches 
x1 inch

Extra allow
ance for overlap and nice edges

W
hat it should look like assem

bled...

8.5”
2.5”

11.5”

24” to top of bag

N
ot for Resale.  

Free from
 em

ail: 
artisanShoem

aker@
gm

ail.com
See instructional Video 
on YouTube by: Artisan Shoem
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“Pocket’s Top Edge”
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 to �t together
Stitch Line w

ith a bit
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Make a Leather Bag with a Home Sewing Machine
Watch the YouTube Video for directions on how to make this pattern:



 of allow
ance for leather thickness so that bottom

 of bag has enough room
 to �t together

Foldover Flap

Stitching line for securing “Foldover Flap”

Side E

Side G

Side H
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You Will Need:
This 7 page pattern & clear tape
1mm thick leather at least 36” x 18” wide
Leather Sewing thread
Leather Sewing Needle of right size for thread
7 ft of 7/8” Shoemaking Reinforcement Tape (SRT)
10 ft Fabric Double Sided Tape (FDST) 
Steel edge ruler, Scissors, Xacto knife or similar
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Fold line

�nished size: 1” x 26”

Extra A
llow

ance (to trim
)

Side C

Side A

Leather size: 
Length: 26 +10 = 36 
W

idth: 12 + 3 + 3 = 18
Total of
36”  by 18”
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1) C
ut o

ut and
 tap

e to
g

ether this 7 p
ag

e Pattern, m
atching

 up
 the sym

b
o

ls and
 “Sid

es”.
2) C

ut Pattern o
ut o

f leather, using
 a steel ed

g
e ruler to

 g
uid

e cuts fo
r lo

ng
 straig

ht sectio
ns.

3) Stitch to
g

ether sid
es o

f b
ag

 o
n insid

e o
f leather (w

ith nice sid
es to

uching
), sew

ing
 

 
a 3/8” seam

 (1/8” is allo
w

ed
 fo

r leather thickness).  Thread
: K

no
t, trim

 and
 b

urn o
ff end

s.
4) Stitch b

o
tto

m
 sectio

ns to
 sid

e sectio
n’s end

s (w
ith a 1/2 inch seam

 allo
w

ance). Stitch a seco
nd

 
 

line at 1/4 inch fo
r streng

th. Thread
: K

no
t, trim

 and
 b

urn o
ff end

s.
5) Sew

 strap
s clo

sed
: o

n insid
e o

f cut strap
 leather, Place  Sho

em
aking

 R
einfo

rcem
ent Tap

e (SR
T) 

 
1/8 inch fro

m
 raw

 ed
g

e.  H
o

ld
 in p

lace w
ith  Fab

ric D
o

ub
le Sid

ed
 Tap

e (FD
ST).  Fo

ld
 o

ver
 

at 1“ w
id

th and
 stitch alo

ng
 ed

g
e at 3/4 inch fro

m
 fo

ld
ed

 ed
g

e. Thread
: o

n b
ack sid

e o
f 

 
each strap

, kno
t, trim

 and
 b

urn o
ff thread

 end
s. Trim

 strap
 end

s p
erfectly flat.

6) Fo
ld

 “Po
cket’s To

p
 Ed

g
e” b

ack and
 stitch it at 1/4 inch.  Place to

p
 p

iece o
f p

o
cket o

n p
o

cket 
 

p
o

rtio
n attached

 to
 b

ag
 and

 stitch aro
und

 sid
e, b

o
tto

m
 and

 sid
e. K

no
t, trim

 &
 b

urn thread
s.

7) A
ttach strap

s: Please see vid
eo

 fo
r d

etailed
 instructio

ns.
8) C

ut rectang
le b

ase fro
m

 heavy leather to
 p

ro
vid

e sup
p

o
rt to

 b
ase o

f b
ag

.  O
p

tio
nal to

 g
lue in p

lace. 

See YouTube V
ideo for D

em
o.  H

ere is a rem
inder of steps.

YouTub
e Search B

ar: “A
rtisan Shoem

akerTote”
D

irections: 

This is a 5 inch deep pocket

Sid
e H
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